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History

Started as (an idea of) an email-list db

User should be able to turn off email for a 
whole subtree of lists - so naming is 
hierarchical

Would be able to delegate making new lists 
without name clashes



History 2

Then we started talking portals ...

Why not put every group into the enterprise 
dir so it could be used by every app?

RBAC seems to think of roles as ‘global’ - it 
won’t work at a university

But combine it with a place, a group it will!



Use Cases

E-mail lists

Population of portal

Population of CMS/CSCW

Access control





(added yesterday)

At RUC we don’t use LDAP for unix som we dont 
need groups as list of members only as memberof 
attribute.

ldapruc_query_filter = (uid=%u)
ldapruc_result_attribute = forward,vacationForward



functionality 1

Global hierarchical naming
dk.ruc.dat.f2005.courses.adb
dk.ruc.people.freek.badminton
‘Global’ constrained roleset
teacher, student, chairman ... max 42!
Combined
dk.ruc.dat.f2005.courses.adb-teacher
dk.ruc.dat.f2005.courses.adb-student



functionality 2
Groups has attributes - of course ...
simple key value pairs
Membership has attributes as well
(difficult to express in LDAP though)

<group name="people.freek.badminton" owner="freek@ruc.dk">
  <attribute name="xxx" value="yyy"/>
  <member name="freek@ruc.dk" fullname="Mads Freek Petersen">
!  <role name="deltager" begins="27-11-2004 12:53" ends="03-11-2104 12:52">
! ! <attribute name="xxx" value="yyy"/>
!  </role>
  </member>
</group>



[intended] functionality 3

Part of people record in ED

challenge: gro access control more 
finegrained than OpenLDAP allows

current plan: build new ED with thin LDAP 
layer on top of ‘real’ DB using Net::LDAP



Current Status
In production since fall 2004

Course registration for 2 subjects

Limited email-list use

Planned Spring 2005: moving alle email list 
to gro with new email listsystem (with user 
configurable authentication, blocking and 
moderation)

Planned Fall 2005: Intro of Sakai (CMS+) - 
every gro group has a site!



Inside GRO

Oracle DB - 7 tables

Java API

Web interface for humans

Web/XML interface for programs









Other GRDBs

GRDB from Aalborg university

http://cowiki.portal.aau.dk/AauPortal/GRDB/

Grouper

http://middleware.internet2.edu/dir/groups/grouper/



Q’s?


